ANNUAL  REPORT 

1956. 

On  the  Health  of  the 
Rural  Sanitary  District 
of  the 


JOHN  MILLS, 

M D.,  CH.B.,  M.R.C.S.  (ENG.),  L.R.C.P.,  (LOND.),  D.P.H. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


'I  KUI  KHt  MH, 


UNTfM,  NCWPOMT,  l.W. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https  ://arch  i ve.  org/detai  Is/b2949929x 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
on  the 

HEALTH  OF  THE  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT 

of  the 

ISLE  OF  WIGHT. 


County  Hall, 

Newport, 

Isle  of  Wight. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  District  for  the  year  1956. 

The  live  birth  rate  has  fallen  slightly  from  13.1  to  12.3. 

The  death  rate  has  remained  unchanged  at  12.9. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  has  fallen  from  25.8  to  18.4. 

The  still  birth  rate  has  risen  from  12.7  to  31.3. 

There  is  a marked  fall  in  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases 
but  it  would  be  a mistake  to  be  confident  that  infectious 
diseases  are  necessarily  being  eradicated.  The  growing 
therapeutic  armamentarium,  mostly  in  the  field  of  antibiotics, 
is  effective  against  a large  range  of  infections  which  were  until 
recently  very  common  and  in  many  cases  fatal. 

As  in  other  fields  of  natural  science  there  appears  to  be  an 
optimum  balance  of  nature  with  which  man  interferes  at  his 
peril.  The  old  enemy  is  put  to  llight  but  a new  one,  oi 
unknown  power  takes  it  place.  It  is  clear  that  the  indis- 
criminate, and  in  certain  cases,  unwise  use  of  the  new  powerful, 
and  incidentally  expensive,  antibiotics  may  in  fact  be  produc- 
ing new  diseases  or  by  causing  the  deaths  of  older,  more 


familiar  organisms,  permitting  the  profuse  development  of 
germs  for  long  kept  in  abeyance  and  against  which  therapy,  in 
the  present  state  of  our  knowledge,  is  comparatively  helpless. 

There  is  considerable  laxity  among  certain  general  prac- 
titioners in  the  notification  of  infectious  diseases  in  general  but 
perhaps  the  most  serious  default  in  relation  to  notification  is 
the  delay  that  has  occurred  in  some  cases. 

This  delay  is  particularly  dangerous  when  it  occurs  in  cases 
of  food  poisoning.  Frequently  notifications  are  received  of 
cases  which  occurred  many  weeks  before. 

The  number  of  cases  of  measles  was  109  compared  with  277 
the  previous  year.  There  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease. 

Whooping  cough  accounted  for  27  cases  compared  with  28 
for  the  previous  year.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Two  cases  only  of  acute  anterior  poliomyelitis  occurred. 
One  was  paralytic,  the  other  non-paralytic. 

Four  cases  of  food  poisoning  occurred.  It  was  not  possible 
to  isolate  the  infecting  organism. 

Disease  of  the  coronary  arteries  accounted  for  31  deaths, 
17  in  males  and  14  in  females.  In  all  there  were  79  deaths 
from  heart  disease. 

During  the  year  there  were  50  fatal  cases  of  cancer,  25  men 
and  25  women.  This  included  5 cases  of  cancer  of  the  lung 
in  males  (6  the  previous  year)  and  2 cases  of  cancer  of  the  lung 
in  females  (1  the  previous  year). 

A great  deal  of  attention  is  given  now  to  the  effect  of 
maternal  care  in  infancy  on  mental  health  in  later  life.  This 
stresses  the  importance  of  the  maternity  and  child  welfare 
services  and  especially  the  personal  advice  on  mothercraft 
given  by  midwives  and  health  visitors. 

Some  suffering  in  children  is  the  result  ol  deliberate  cruelty 
by  the  parents  : infinitely  more  is  the  result  ol  ignorance. 


a 

neglect  and  failure  to  understand  the  needs  of  young  children 
or  the  responsibilities  and  the  joys  -of  parenthood. 

A child  may  be  deprived  of  affection,  though  physically  not 
ill-treated,  in  its  own  home.  Indeed,  this  kind  of  cruelty  is 
probably  much  more  common  than  the  other,  and  may  be 
much  more  damaging  in  its  effects  in  later  life. 

Unhappy  children  make  unhappy  parents  and  the  pattern 
is  repeated  in  the  next  generation. 

Social  workers  are  far  less  ready  than  formerly  to  promote 
the  separation  of  the  child  from  his  family  however  inadequate 
the  family  setting  might  appear  to  be.  Removal  of  the  child 
or  children  should  be  regarded  as  a last  resort  and  a confession 
— -a  very  expensive  confession — of  failure. 

Today  the  emphasis  is  on  preventive  work  in  the  home, 
skilled  family  visiting,  educational  work  and  on  strengthening, 
so  far  as  is  possible,  the  parents’  sense  of  responsibility. 

The  difficulty  of  detecting  neglect  and  cruelty  to  the  pre- 
school  child  is  great.  How  much  more  difficult  it  is  to  detect 

let  alone  deal  with-  that  other  kind  of  cruelty,  the  loveless 
home. 

The  parents  involved  may  be  subnormal  mentally,  psycho- 
pathic, psychotic  or  neurotic,  but  emotional  instability  is  often 
a greater  factor  than  intellectual  defect. 

It  seems  rather  an  anomaly  that  whereas  premises  used  for 
the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream  have  to  be  registered 
by  the  local  authority,  no  registration  is  required  in  the  case 
of  persons  selling  ice  cream  from  barrows  or  other  mobile 
shops  in  the  streets,  despite  the  fact  that  this  branch  of  the 
trade  is  the  one  requiring  perhaps  the  most  supervision. 
A man  with  a cart  or  bicycle  could  obtain  a bulk  supply  of 
ice  cream  from  a manufacturer  and  start  off  for  the  day.  He 
might  be  dirty  in  person,  clothing  and  habits,  and  probably 
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has  no  washing  facilities  on  his  vehicle,  notwithstanding  that 
lie  had  to  be  out  from  morning  to  night,  handle  considerable 
amounts  of  money  and  attend  to  his  own  bodily  needs. 

The  defect  in  control  ought  to  be  met  by  a local  byelaw 
requiring  the  registration  by  the  local  authority  of  all  food 
hawkers  and  any  premises  used  by  hawkers  for  the  storage  of 
food.  This  would  give  the  local  authority  power  to  refuse  or 
cancel  registration  if  it  appears  to  them  that  the  public  health 
is  likely  to  be  endangered  by  the  act  or  default  of  any  person 
in  relation  to  the  quality,  storage  or  distribution  of  food,  or  if 
any  premises  are  unsatisfactory. 

The  popularity  of  modern  trailer  caravans  for  holidays  in 
the  Island  is  still  on  the  increase.  The  licensed  sites  are 
continuing  to  improve  but  difficulties  in  individual  caravans 
arise  from  time  to  time  due  to  verminous  occupants  leaving 
their  vermin  behind. 

Sickness  amongst  holiday  makers  living  in  caravans 
occasionally  occurs  and  presents  its  own  particular  problems. 
Where  infectious  diseases  occur,  mostly  in  the  case  of  children, 
the  cases  are  usually  transferred  to  Fairlee  Hospital  and 
infected  clothing,  bedding  and  personal  effects  are  removed 
for  disinfection  at  the  Hospital. 

During  January,  1956,  contamination  of  the  Bembridge 
water  supply  by  oil  became  evident.  The  water  had  an  oily 
taste  and  an  oily  film  could  be  seen  on  the  surface  of  water 
drawn.  The  contamination  extended  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  system  and  obviously  arose  at  the  source.  The  Isle  of 
Wight  Water  Board  took  immediate  action  in  connection  with 
this  matter  and  found  the  source  of  pollution  to  be  extremely 
difficult  to  trace  and  in  view  of  the  serious  nature  of  the 
pollution  the  Board  decided  to  accelerate  their  proposals  for 
the  closure  of  the  Bembridge  supply  and  the  linking  of  the 
Bembridge  mains  with  the  new  reservoii  at  Brading  Down. 


was 


As  a result  of  special  application  to  the  Ministry  it 
possible  to  put  this  work  into  progress  almost  immediately 
and  a main  from  the  Brading  reservoir  was  picked  up  and  a 
connection  carried  to  Bembridge. 

The  Bembridge  Pumping  Station  remains  capable  o! 
operation  in  emergency  but  is  now  out  of  use  as  a permanent 
source  of  supply. 

I must  thank  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Council, 
the  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  all  members  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  for  their  help  and  co-operation  during 
the  year. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  MILLS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Population  (Registrar  General’s  figures)  ...  ...  17,640 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58,127 

Number  of  habitable  houses  end  of  1956  ...  ...  6,560 

Rateable  Value,  as  at  1st  April,  1956  ...  £237,269 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  (1955-56)  ...  £502 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12.3 

Comparative  factor  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.16 

Comparative  Birth  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  14.3 

Still  Birth  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still  births)  31.3 
Crude  Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12.9 

Comparative  factor  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.76 

Comparative  Death  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  9.8 

Death  rate  from  Puerperal  causes  per  1,000  (live  and 

still  births)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4.4 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1 ,000  live  births  ...  ...  18.4 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  19.9 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegimate  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  50 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS,  1956. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

John  Mills,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S.  (Eng.), 
L.R.C.P.  (Lornl.),  D.P.II. 

Public  Health  Inspectors: 

C.  V.  Smith,  M.R.S.H. 

I..  j.  Lewis,  A.R.S.H.,  M.P.H.l.A. 


EAST  WIGHT. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Public  water  supplies  over  the  whole  area  arc  provided  by 
the  Isle  of  Wight  Water  Board  an  Authority  which  is 
responsible  for  supplies  to  the  whole  Island. 

Phere  were  one  or  two  instances  ol  shortage  ol  water  in  the 
Bembridge  camping  area  owing  to  the  heavy  demand  made 
during  the  month  of  August.  Apart  from  this,  the  Public 
water  supply  can  be  considered  as  satisfactory. 

PI  BL1C  CONVENIENCES. 

Public  conveniences  are  provided  at  Bembridge,  Brading 
and  Niton  and  during  the  year  additional  conveniences  were 
erected  at  Godshill.  All  public  conveniences  are  small  and 
are  maintained  by  part-time  attendants. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Main  sewerage  systems  are  provided  in  Apse  Heath, 
Bembridge,  Brading,  Chillerton,  Godshill,  Niton  and 
W hitwell. 

Disposal  of  Sewage. 

Apse  Heath. 

For  many  years  the  disposal  plant  at  Apse  Heath  has 
been  unsatisfactory  and  during  the  year  new  disposal 
works  w ere  constructed. 

Bembridge. — Two  sea  outfalls — One  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Harbour  and  one  at  Ethel  Point. 

Brading.  To  newly  constructed  works  (settlement 
tanks  and  filter). 

When  the  scheme  for  purification  works  constructed  in 
Brading  in  1954  was  considered,  it  was  decided  to  omit 
the  humus  tanks  as  a measure  of  economy.  Phis  was 


proved  to  be  false  economy  as  settlement  of  humus  in  the 
effluent  ditch  became  a source  of  trouble.  It  was  there- 
decided  to  construct  humus  tanks  and  the  work  was  put 
in  hand. 


Chillerton.— By  land  irrigation — -settlement  tanks  and 
land  irrigation  beds. 


Godshill. — 
Niton. 

Whit  well. 


To  disposal  works  (settlement  tanks 
and  filter). 


Bembridge. 

Further  trouble  was  experienced  at  the  Harbour  Outfall 
and  an  additional  temporary  extension  was  necessary  to  this 
outfall  to  keep  it  in  operation. 

Follow  ing  the  enquiry  into  the  Council’s  proposals  regard- 
ing the  Bembridge  sewers,  the  Minister  required  the  Council 
to  consider  provision  to  reduce  risk  of  foreshore  pollution. 

A further  series  of  float  tests  was  made  from  the  outfall  at 
Ethel  Point  to  obtain  information  of  tide  flow  at  spring  and 
neap  tides  under  varying  wind  conditions.  These  gave  added 
confirmation  that  with  a wind  from  N.  to  N.E.  there  was  a 
risk  of  foreshore  pollution  at  certain  stages  of  tidal  flow. 

As  a result,  the  Council’s  Consultants  were  requested  to 
incorporate  in  their  scheme  for  enlarging  the  outfall,  a holder 
tank  to  be  used  during  those  periods  in  the  tide  cycle  when 
foreshore  contamination  was  possible. 


Small  Sewage  Purification  Plants  : 

(1)  Flazely  Combe,  Arreton  : 

The  Purification  Works  at  Hazely  Combe,  Arreton, 
were  reconstructed  and  enlarged  to  enable  additional 
houses  to  be  connected  to  the  system. 


2)  I lousing  Estate,  Merstone  : 

The  septic  tank  and  soakavvav  svstcm  serving  the 
Council’s  1 Iousin<>  Instate  at  Mcrstonc,  was  replaced 
by  a purification  plant  (settlement  tank  and  filter). 


REFUSE  COLEECTION. 

The  refuse  collection  service  continued  to  function  in  a 
satisfactory  manner.  The  service  covers  the  whole  district. 
A weekly  collection  is  given  in  Brading  and  Bembridge,  and 
a fortnightly  collection  in  all  other  parts  of  the  district. 


No.  oj 
Vehicles. 

Rcjuse 
Collected. 
Cubic  yds. 

No.  oj 
Vehicle 
Loads. 

Total 

M ileage. 

Disposal  of 
Rcjuse. 

East 

One  full 

No 

13,820 

1. — Tip  at 

Wight 

lime  in  Bern- 

figures 

Yaverland, 

bridge  and 

1 Brading 

Brading 

One  spends 

2. — Tip  at 

half  time  in 

Blcakdown, 

East  Wight, 
half  time  in 

Gods!  till 

West  Wight 

CESS  PIT  EMPTYING  SERVICE. 

East  Wight. 

The  Council  do  not  own  a cesspit  emptier  but  hire  a 
machine  when  required  from  Ryde,  Sandown  or  Ventnor. 
A routine  service  was  not  in  operation  but  pits  were  emptied 
upon  application  : — 

1.  If  they  had  not  been  emptied  during  the  past  twelve 

months. 

2.  If  they  were  overflowing  or  likely  to  overflow  in  the 

near  future. 

Total  number  of  cesspits  emptied— 193. 
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HOSTELS. 

East  Wight. 

Y.H.A.  Hostel,  Whitwell.  Main  Water.  Drainage  to 
cesspool.  Public  refuse  collection. 

HUTTED  CAMPS. 


East  Wight. 

Nil. 

HOUSING. 

East  Wight. 

SCHEDULE. 

Council  Houses 

Under  construction 

Parish 

completed  1956 

31st  December,  1956 

Bembridge 

6 

— 

Brading 

6 

6 

Chale 

— 

— 

Gateombe 

2 

— 

Godshill 

— 

Newchurch 

— 

— 

Niton 

10 

— 

South  Arreton 

— 

5 

Slum  Clearance. 

No  demolition  orders  were  made  but  the  Council  accepted 
undertakings  from  owners  not  to  relet  until  premises  had  been 
made  fit,  in  respect  of  four  premises. 


A further  six  premises  at  Niton  Down  that  were  held  on 
licence  from  the  Ministry  of  Works  and  let  by  the  Council, 
were  vacated  and  demolished. 

Improvement  Grants. 

The  Rural  District  Council  continued  their  policy  of  making 
Improvement  Grants,  and  during  the  year  29  grants  were 
made. 

The  amount  of  grant  made  was  50  per  cent  of  total  estima- 
ted cost  of  works  £12,976. 


issisted  House  Purchase  and  I. nans  to  carry  out  repairs. 

The  Council  continued  to  make  advance  on  loans  for  house 
purchase  and  to  enable  repairs  to  be  carried  out. 

Under  this  scheme  loans  were  made  in  respect  of  75 
properties  and  the  approximate  total  amount  advanced  was 
D99,000.  (These  figures  relate  to  East  and  West  Wight  . 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS  CAMPING  SITES. 

Fen  licences  to  use  land  as  sites  for  moveable  dwellings 
were  issued,  providing  accommodation  for  approximately 
650  caravans. 

The  main  camping  area  in  the  East  Wight  is  in  Bembridge. 
One  large  site  accommodating  250-300  caravans  is  provided 
with  main  water,  main  drainage,  ample  public  conveniences 
and  showers,  and  has  shop  and  cafeteria  situated  upon  it. 
In  addition,  this  site  has  a large  public  hall,  cinema  and  camp 
office.  Caravans  are  owned  by  various  individuals  and  let 
weekly  throughout  the  season.  This  is  a well  run  camp  with 
good  service. 

One  other  large  camp  accommodating  about  200  caravans 
lias  been  the  cause  of  much  difficulty.  No  conveniences  or 
services  were  given  beyond  water  from  stand  pipes.  In 
previous  years  caravan  owners  were  left  to  provide  their  own 
pail  closets  and  a very  unsatisfactory  provision  was  made  for 
closet  emptying.  The  R.D.C.  refused  to  renew  the  licence 
under  Section  269  unless  pail  closets  were  abolished,  a system 
of  drainage  piovided,  and  a more  adequate  water  supply 
made  available. 

As  a result,  the  site  was  connected  to  the  sewer,  public 
conveniences  erected  and  improvements  made  in  respect  of 
the  water  supply. 

In  addition  to  caravans,  there  are  well  over  1,000  members 
of  the  Boys’  Brigade  and  other  Youth  Organisations  w ho  set 
up  tented  camps  in  the  Bembridge  area.  There  is  a good 
spirit  of  co-operation  between  the  camp  organisers  and  the 
R.D.C.  officials. 
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FOOD  POISONING. 

During  the  year  one  enquiry  was  made  into  a suspected  food 
poisoning  outbreak  at  one  of  the  County  Schools. 

WORK  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STAFF. 


East  Wight. 

Total  number  of  visits  of  inspection  made  ...  ...  1645 

Houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  98 

Houses  re-inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  149 

Cowstables  and  dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Food  preparing  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  129 

Meat  and  other  foods  inspection  ...  ...  ...  37 

Drains  and  sewers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  246 

W ater  supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Refuse  collection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  135 

Various  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  389 

New  buildings  and  alterations  ...  ...  ...  ...  411 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


Particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act, 
1937,  Parts  I and  VIII  administered  by  the  District  Council  : 

East  Wight. 

1.  INSPECTIONS  (Part  I of  the  Act). 

For  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspec- 
tions made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections  Written  Occupiers 

notices  prosecuted 

(i)  factories  in  which  Sections  1.  2, 1L  4 anti  (i 
are  tu  he  enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

34 

(ii)  factories  not  included  in  (d  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  ... 

(iiii  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  In  the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding oul-workers*  premises) 

2!» 

Id  7 

Total 

57 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the 

premises  on 

two,  three  or 

more  separate  occasions  they  are 

reckoned  a 

s two,  three  or 

more  “cases.”) 

Number  of 

cases  in  which 

Particulars 

defects  were  found 

Found 

Remedied 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

Unsuitable  or  Defective 

2 

2 

Total 

2 

9 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 

(Outwork 

— Sections  1 1(> 

and  111). 

Nil. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  unsound  food 
dealt  with  during  the  year  : — 

Home  Killed  Meat 
Imported  Meat 
Tinned  Fruit 
Tinned  Eggs 
Canned  Meat 
Fish  ... 

Other  Goods 

WEST  WIGHT. 

WATER. 

The  rainfall  for  the  year  was  30.53  inches,  and  the  average 
watci  consumption  for  the  West  Wight  area  was  417,694 
gallons  per  day,  compared  with  an  average  consumption  for 
the  previous  year  of  305,600  gallons  per  day. 


15  lb. 

72  lb. 

192  lb. 

1 1 stone 
15  lb. 
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108  samples  of  both  treated  and  raw  water  supplies  were 
examined,  ol  which  78  per  cent  were  classified  as  satisfactory. 

PU BLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

Public  conveniences  are  provided  at  Freshwater  Bay, 
Freshwater  (2),  Totland,  Colwell  and  at  Alum  Bay  (by 
arrangement  with  the  Needles  Hotel). 

All  conveniences  are  well  maintained  by  a full-time 
attendant. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 


Main  sewerage  systems  are  provided  at  Freshwater,  Totland, 
Colwell  Bay  and  Yarmouth. 

The  new  sewerage  system  in  Shorwell  V illage  is  in  operation 
and  several  schemes  of  improvement  to  the  sanitation  of  the 
houses  in  the  village  are  now  in  progress. 


Disposal  of  Sewage — 

Freshwater:  18in.  diameter  sea  outfall  at  Norton, 
extending  700  feet  out  from  shore. 

„ (Brambles  and  Monks  area) — Military 

sewer  sea  outfall  at  Linstone  Chine. 


Totland  : 

Yarmouth  : 


Shorwell : 


12in.  diameter  sewer  sea  outfall  discharging 
450  feet  from  shore. 

Sea  outfall  discharging  close  to  the  shore 
between  Yarmouth  Castle  and  The  Quay 
(Sewage  is  now  being  diverted  from  this 
outfall  and  will  discharge  by  means  of  a 
new  outfall  near  Yarmouth  Pier  and 
approximately  500  feet  from  the  shore). 

bin.  diameter  sea  outfall  taking  the  drainage 
of  three  or  four  dwellings  at  the  top  of  the 
High  Street. 

By  settlement  tanks  and  aeration  beds. 
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.S'  null  I Savage  Purification  Plants. 

There  is  a small  sewage  purification  plant  at  Shalfleet 
taking  the  drainage  of  some  twenty  Council  houses  and 
private  properties. 

Small  sewage  purification  plants  are  provided  at  Porchfield 
and  Thorley  housing  estates,  and  there  is  a sewage  purification 
plant  at  Alum  Bay  dealing  with  the  drainage  of  the  Public 
Conveniences  and  the  Needles  Hotel  and  tea  rooms. 


REF  U S E CO  LEECH  ION. 

There  is  a weekly  collection  of  refuse  in  the  parishes  of 
Freshwater,  Totland  and  Yarmouth,  and  a fortnightly 
collection  in  all  other  parishes  in  the  West  Wight.  Refuse 
is  deposited  by  controlled  tipping  on  the  land  reclamation 
area  on  the  east  bank  of  the  River  Yar  estuary  at  Yarmouth 
and  at  Churchill’s  Quarry.  The  increasing  popularity  of 
the  West  Wight  as  a seaside  holiday  resort  makes  a very 
heavy  demand  on  this  service  during  the  summer  months. 


No.  of 

I chicles 

Refuse 
Collected , 
Cubic  yds. 

A o.  of 
Vehicle 
Loads 

Total 

Mileage 

Disposal  of 
Refuse 

West 

One  18  cub. 

14,500 

1,350 

10,644 

Yarmouth 

Wight 

yd.  used  for 

approx. 

Land 

Freshwater. 

Reclamation 

1 o 1 1 a n d , 

Area  and 

and  Yar- 

Ch  urchill’s 

mouth 

One  other 
shared  with 
East  Wight 

Quarry 
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CESSPIT  EMPTYING  SERVICE. 

Premises  are  served  by  a cesspool  emptying  lorry  on  hire 
from  Ryde  Borough  and  Ventnor  U.D.C.  Although  the 
demand  for  this  service  is  increasing,  it  does  not  yet  warrant 
the  Council  purchasing  their  own  vehicle  to  do  the  work. 

Total  number  of  cesspits  emptied — 1 12. 


HOSTELS. 

West  Wight. 

Weston  Manor  Hostel,  Totland.  Mains  water  supply, 
main  drainage,  weekly  collection  of  refuse. 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS— CAMPING  SITES. 

Solent  Riviera  Camping  Site,  Thorness  (42  caravans). 
W.Cs.  and  wash  basins  to  sewage  disposal  plant.  Mains 
water  supply.  Refuse  destroyed  by  incineration  and  period- 
ically collected  by  Council’s  vehicle. 

Mountfield  Caravan  Park,  Norton  Green,  Freshwater 
(30  caravans).  W.Cs.  and  wash  basins  with  drainage  to 
Council’s  sewer.  Mains  water  supply.  Weekly  collection 
of  refuse  by  Council. 

Grange  Chine,  Brighstone  (8  caravans).  Mains  water 
supply.  Chemical  closets.  Fortnightly  collection  of  refuse. 

The  Orchards,  Newbridge  (8  caravans).  Mains  water 
supply.  Septic  tank  drainage.  Fortnightly  collection  of 
refuse. 

In  addition  to  caravans,  it  is  estimated  that  about  500 
members  of  the  Boys’  Brigade  and  other  Youth  Organisations 
set  up  tented  camps  at  Cliff  End  Fort,  Freshwater,  and  at 
Norton. 


HOUSING. 


/ 


schedule. 

Council  Houses  Under  construction 
Parish  completed  195l>  91st  December,  1 9 > > 

Brighstone 

Calbourne 

Freshwater  ...  ...  — 

Shalfleet  ...  ...  ...  5 

Shorwell 

Totland  ...  ...  ...  8 6 

Yarmouth  ...  ...  4 

Private  houses  erected  in  East  and  West  Wight — 68. 

The  majority  of  the  small  dwellings  in  the  district  are  let 
to  tenants  at  rents  controlled  by  the  Rent  Restrictions  Acts 
or  are  tied  agricultural  cottages  let  at  a nominal  rental. 

These  rents  have  no  economic  relation  to  present  day 
building  costs  for  repairs  and  general  maintenance,  neither 
do  they  in  many  cases  represent  a fair  proportion  of  the  total 
family  income  which  should  be  allocated  for  providing  home 
and  shelter. 

Notices  served  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  and  Housing 
Acts  have  to  be  confined  to  absolute  essentials  ; anything 
more,  frequently  results  in  the  property  being  offered  to  the 
Council  by  the  owner  at  liquidation  price. 

The  Council  continued  to  advance  loans  on  mortgage  under 
the  Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Acts  (please  see  East  Wight 
report  for  total  figures). 

SLUM  CLEARANCE. 

No  demolition  orders  were  made  but  the  Council  accepted 
one  undertaking  from  the  owner  of  a property  not  to  relet 
until  the  premises  had  been  made  fit. 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS. 

19  Improvement  Grant  applications  were  approved  during 
th  e year  and  the  amount  of  grant  made  was  50  per  cent  of  a 
total  estimated  cost  ol  works  of  £8,100. 
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WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 


West  Wight. 

Fotal  number  of  visits  of  inspection  made  ...  ...  1819 

Houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ] 15 

Houses  re-inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  160 

Cowstables  and  dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Food  preparing  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  120 

Meat  and  other  foods  inspection  ...  ...  ...  40 

Drains  and  sewers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  290 

Water  supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Refuse  collection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  260 

Various  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  400 

New'  buildings  and  alterations  ...  ...  ...  ...  406 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

Particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act, 
1937,  Parts  I and  YI 1 1 administered  by  the  District 
Council. 

West  Wight. 

1.  INSPECTIONS  (Part  I of  the  Act). 

For  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspec- 
tions made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Prem 

ises 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  S 
6 are  to  be  enforced 

ections  1.  2.  3,  4 and 
by  Local  Authorities 

63 

24 

•> 



(ii)  Factories  not  indue 
Section  7 is  enfor 
Authority  ... 

ed  in  (i)  in  which 
ced  by  the  Local 

25 

2 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
enforced  by  the  1. 
eluding  out-workers* 

which  Section  7 is 
ocal  Authority  (ex- 
premises) 

— 

— 

Total 

8'J 

52 

4 

— 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three 
or  more  separate  occasions  they  are  reckoned  as  two,  three 


or  more  “cases.”) 

Particulars 

A o of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

Found 

2 

Remedied 

2 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6)  

- — 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 

unsuitable  or  defective 

3 

9 

Total  

5 

4 

PARI  VIII  OF  THE  ACT  (Outwork — Sections  I 10 
and  111). 

Number  of  out-workers — 148. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  unsound  food 


dealt  with  during  the  year 

Imported  Meat 

60  ib. 

Canned  Meat 

36  lb. 

Canned  Fruit 

98  lb. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (MILK  AND  DAIRIES)  ACTS, 

1944. 

Number  of  samples  taken  for  T.B.  during  the  year 

1956  309 

Number  of  samples  found  to  be  positive  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  samples  in  which  Brucella  Abortus  was 

isolated  ...  . ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

DURING  THE 

YEAR. 

Total 

Cases 

Disease. 

cases 

admitted 

notified. 

to 

hospital. 

Measles 

109 

Scarlet  Fever 

15 

1 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

Fond  Poisoning... 

4 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

— 

Pneumonia 

3 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— - 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

27 

— 

Acute  Inf.  Encephalitis 

— 

— - 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

— 

• — - 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  j L‘uapt^ 

1 1 Non  Para 

1 

ytic  ...  1 

1 

1 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

Totals 

163 

4 
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NON-NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

1 he  prevalence  of  non-notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  is 
estimated  from  the  weekly  returns  of  the  Head  Teachers  ol 
the  Schools.  These  returns  for  the  year  show  that  there 
were  66  cases  of  Chicken  Pox,  64  of  Mumps  and  14  ol 
German  Measles. 


AGE  AT  DATE  OE  NOTIFICATION. 


73 


Age. 


Under 

1 



2 



— 

— 

— 



1 and 

under 

2 



6 1 

— 

— 



— 

— 

9 

5 5 

5) 

3 

— — — — 

— 13  1 

— 

— 

— 

- • 

3 „ 

5? 

4 

2 — — — 

9 2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 „ 

55 

5 

— — — i _ 

12  ! 4 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

^ 55 

10 

12 

49  17 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

10  „ 

55 

15 

— — — — 

— 12  1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

15  „ 

5 5 

20 

— — — — 

2 1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20  „ 

5 5 

35 



1 — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

35  „ 

5 5 

45 

1 — — 1 

1 — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

45  „ 

55 

65 

— — — 1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

65  and 

over 

1 

— . — . — 

1 

— 

- — - 

— 

Totals 

15  — — 3 

— 109  27 

2 

2 

4 

— 

1 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


Aj^e  Periods. 

New  Cases. 

1 tenths. 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonarv 

Pulmonarv  . ?^on" 

rulmonan 

Totals 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Totals  M . 

F.  M.  F. 

Under  1 

1 and  under  5 

5 „ „ 10 

3 

1 

1 

— 

1 





10  „ „ 15 

15  „ „ 20 

3 

1 

2 

20  „ „ 25 

5 

2 

2 

— 

1 





25  „ „ 35 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 





35  „ „ 45 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— - 

— — — 

45  55 

1 ^ 33  33 

— 

— 

— 

1 

■ — 

— 

— . — — 

55  „ „ 65 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 



— — — 

65  and  upwards 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 



— — — 

Totals 

*19 

7 

9 

1 

2 

- — 

— — — 

* Included  in  this  total  are  four  transfers  from  the  main- 
land. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Notified. 

C ases. 

T reated. 

At  home  In  hospital 

Vision 

un- 

impaired. 

Vision 

impaired. 

Total 

Blindness. 

Death. 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Cause.  Male. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ... 

Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria  ... 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

Meningococcal  infections  ... 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 


Mali*  ;nant  neoplasm,  stomach  ...  ...  1 

Mali  gnant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  ...  5 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  19 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ...  17 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ...  ...  ...  17 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ...  ...  4 

Other  heart  disease  ...  ...  ...  14 

Other  circulatory  disease  ...  ...  ...  4 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ...  3 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ...  ...  2 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ...  ...  1 


Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 


Congenital  malformations  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ...  10 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ...  ...  ...  2 

All  other  accidents  ... 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 
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Female. 


2 

9 


9 


15 


13 

14 
4 
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5 


5 


o 


a 


1 


2 


All  causes 


